
 

POLICY No: A/PA/14     FORMER POLICY No:  

SPORTING AND COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS USING COUNCIL  
AND VESTED LAND - RATEABILITY 

DIVISION   BUSINESS UNIT   RESPONSIBILITY AREA 

Corporate Services Administration Property Administration 

OBJECTIVE: 

To ensure that all organisations leasing property owned by or vested in the  
Council are treated equitably with regard to rating and other charges. 

POLICY: 

1. Any organisation leasing or renting land and/or facilities from the Council 
shall be rateable, unless provisions of the Local Government Act 1995 
provide for them to be non-rateable. 

2. The Shire will waive the applicable Shire rates on properties leased to 
the following until the expiry of the respective leases: 

Facility Lessee 

Narpanup Golf Course Narpanup Golf Club 

Kendenup Golf Course and Country Club 

Club 

Kendenup Country Club 

Mount Barker Communications Tower Bevan Lang 

Mount Barker Railway Station Mount Barker Tourist Bureau Inc 

Lower Floor - Mount Barker Community 

Resource Centre (excl Library) 

Mount Barker Community Resource  

Centre / Baptist Union of WA 

Upper Floor – Mount Barker Community 

Resource Centre 

Department of Training and Workforce 

Development – South Regional TAFE 

3. The Council has determined by separate resolutions that the rateability 
of the following leased properties will be categorised as follows: 

a) Charitable Status – 100% Waiver 

Annual declaration required to exempt from rates due to charitable 
or public purpose status. 

Facility Lessee 

Kendenup First Responders Building Hall St John Ambulance 

Mount Barker Child Care Centre Wanslea Early Learning and 

Development Inc 

Cattle Saleyards - Shed Albany Cattle Association 

b) State Government Service or Purpose – 100% Waiver 

Annual declaration required to exempt from rates due to charitable 
or public purpose status. 



 

c) Service to the public on behalf of the Shire – 100% Waiver 

Facility Lessee 

Mount Barker Historic Museum Plantagenet Historical Society 

Woogenellup Hall Woogenellup Progress Association Inc 

Porongurup Hall Porongurup Community Association Inc 

d) Other Service Organisation/Sporting Club 

Organisations in this category are to be given either a 50% or 
100% waiver on their rates to reflect that there is some level of 
community benefit provided.  The decision is to be made by the 
Council when the respective leases are renewed. 

The degree to which rates should be waived for each of these is 
considered on a case by case basis, but as a guide the following 
factors are to be considered: 

• Benefits to the Shire as a whole of activities being provided; 

• Number of active participants or people benefitting; 

• Structure of organisation (ie: not for profit or other, 
membership fees payable, base of operations); 

• Ability to recoup costs, such as commercial kitchen, bar or fee 
for service. 

• Exclusion/inclusion of sections of the community. 

Facility Lessee Specific 

Council 

decision 

regarding 

a waiver 

Mount Barker Speedway Mount Barker Speedway Club 100% 

West Plantagenet Pony Club Grounds West Plantagenet Pony Club 100% 

Mount Barker Men's Shed Plantagenet Men’s Shed 100% 

Narpanup Golf Course Narpanup Golf Club  

Mount Barker Communications 

Tower 

Bevan Lang  

Kendenup Golf Course and Country 

Club 

Kendenup Country Club  

Portion of Mount Barker Railway 

Station 

Mount Barker Tourist Bureau Inc  

Mount Barker Tennis Courts Mount Barker Tennis Club 100% 

Arts Centre (Mitchell House) Mitchell House Arts Centre Inc 100% 

Kendenup Tennis Courts Kendenup Tennis Club 100% 

Lower Floor - Mount Barker 

Community Resource Centre (excl 

Library) 

Mount Barker Community Resource 

Centre / Baptist Union of WA 

 

Lot 150 Beverley Road Kendenup Kendenup Community Grounds 

Committee Inc 

100% 

Sounness Park Clubrooms Plantagenet Sporting Club 100% 

Plantagenet District Hall Plantagenet Players 100% 

Upper Floor – Mount Barker 

Community Resource Centre 

Department of Training and Workforce 

Development – South Regional TAFE 

 



 

Frost Park Training Track Mount Barker Turf Club Inc. 50% 

Part Lot 250 Memorial Road Mount 

Barker (Former HACC Building) 

Plantagenet News 100% 

Part of Lot 250 Memorial Road, 

Mount Barker (Lesser Hall) 

Empowering Plantagenet Seniors Inc 100% 

Portion of Mount Barker Railway 

Station 

Wilson Inlet Catchment Committee Inc 100% 

Portion of Mount Barker Railway 

Station 

Oyster Harbour Catchment Group 100% 

 

e) Commercial entities or persons running a profit making business - 
Lessee responsible for rates 

Facility Lessee 

Cattle Saleyards - Cattle Yards M & J Mitchell Pty Ltd  

Plantagenet Medical Centre Prima Stella Pty Ltd trading as Pioneer 

Health  

 

4. Future leases with sporting and community groups or other  
persons/organisations will include provision for the lessee to be  
responsible for paying the applicable Shire rates, however a decision is 
to  be made regarding any waiver applicable in accordance with Clause 
3 of this policy. 

5. All lessees are responsible for fees and charges otherwise applicable, 
such as rubbish collection charges and the Emergency Services Levy. 

6. Lessees responsible for paying Shire rates are not eligible to apply for 
an annual donation, in lieu of the rates, as a part of the Shire’s annual 
Financial Assistance Grants process. 
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